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RE Vocabulary - Creation and science: conflicting or complementary?

Words RAG | Definition Tally
complementary An idea or thinking that enhances another.
conflict To be in disagreement with something
cosmology The study of the nature and origin of the
universe.

creation The action or process of bringing something into
existence.

evolution The process by which living things have
developed from earlier forms during their fime
on earth.

Genesis The first book of the Bible, which describes
how God made the world.

genre a type/style

God Who Christians believe is the creator and ruler
of the universe and source of all moral
authority; the supreme being.

interpret To explain/understand the meaning of
something.

literally The words mean exactly what they say.

Psalm A book, song or poem found in the Bible.

scientist A person who is studying or has expert
knowledge of one or more of the natural or
physical sciences.

universe all existing matter and space
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RE Vocabulary - What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today?

Words RAG | Definition Tally
aarti Light, which removes darkness.
atman Each person has an individual soul.
bhajans Hindu worship songs. They are accompanied by hand-

clapping, the ringing of bells and the playing of
percussion instruments such as finger cymbals.

bindi mark The kum kum powder is used to place a mark on the
forehead of the murtis and the worshippers
themselves.

deity another name for a god

dharma a Hindu's duty

karma The law of cause and effect. The law of karma

suggests, people who live according to their dharma,
(people who do their religious and moral duty) will
achieve a higher state of rebirth.

kum kum A special red powder used to make a red mark on the

powder forehead of murtis and worshippers. This represents
the 'third eye': the all-seeing eye of wisdom (sight).

moksha It is the release or liberation from the cycle of

samsara. When the soul is freed, it becomes one with
God. This is what all Hindus aim for.

murti An image or statue of a Hindu god found in Hindu
homes and temples. Hindus believe that during
worship, the spirit or presence of God comes into

the murti.

prashad a mixture of dried fruits, nuts and sugar crystals: a
religious of fering in Hinduism

puja Hindu worship

rebirth To be reborn.

reincarnation The cycle of birth, death and rebirth. This is a key
Hindu belief.

samsara the cycle of life, death and reincarnation

soul The spiritual or immaterial part of a human being or

animal, regarded as immortal (never dies).

vegetarian Someone who does not eat any meat/fish.
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RE Vocabulary - SALVATION: What did Jesus do to save human beings?

Words RAG | Definition Tally
atonement To make amends for sins and reconcile with God.
belief An acceptance that something is true, especially one without
proof.
crucifixion Death on a cross, the execution method used by Romans.
Eucharist A part of a service where Christians eat bread and drink
wine to remember Jesus' sacrifice.
Gospels The first 4 books of the New Testament which document the

life of Jesus. They are written by 4 of Jesus' disciples:
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Holy Communion

A part of a service where Christians eat bread and drink
wine to remember Jesus' sacrifice.

incarnation God the Son in human flesh as Jesus Christ

Isaiah A major Hebrew prophet of Judah in the 8th Century BC who
wrote one of the books in the Old Testament.

Lamb of God a hame given to Jesus

Last Supper

A meal that Jesus shared with his disciples before his
arrest.

Lord's Supper

A part of a service where Christians eat bread and drink
wine to remember Jesus' sacrifice.

martyr A person who is killed for their religious belief.

Mass A part of a service where Christians eat bread and drink
wine to remember Jesus' sacrifice.

Messiah Jesus, regarded by Christians, as the Messiah of the Hebrew
prophecies and the saviour of humankind.

Open Doors A Christian charity that works all over the world to

help Christians who are being persecuted for following
Jesus.

Passover / Pesach

A Jewish festival celebrating the freeing of the Israelites
from slavery.

persecuted To make someone suffer because of their belief.

Pontius Pilate The Roman Governor who sentenced Jesus to death.

prophecy A prediction of something to come.

prophet A person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of
the will of God. They give prophecies.

punishment A penalty or sanction given for any crime or offence.

rescued To bring (someone or something) out of danger, attack, harm

or to deliver or save.

resurrection

The event in which Jesus Christ came back to life after he
had been killed.

sacrifice

An offering to God. In Christianity, Jesus was the sacrifice.
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salvation Being saved from the power of sin and from its penalties
through Jesus' sacrifice.
Sanhedrin supreme council of Jews

Stations of the
Cross

The Stations of the Cross refer to a series of paintings
showing the events from Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane
to him rising from the dead.

symbolism/
symbolise

The use of symbols in order to represent something.
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RE Vocabulary - People of God: What is it like to follow God?

Words

RAG

Definition

Tally

Abram /Abraham

A man in the Old Testament whom God made a covenant
with.

ark The boat built by Noah to save his family and two of
every kind of animal from the Flood.

Bible The Christian holy book, which is made up of two main
parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament.

contract a written or spoken agreement

covenant an agreement

charter a grant or guarantee of rights

faith complete trust or confidence in someone or something

forgive Stop feeling angry or resentful towards (someone) for

an offence, flaw or mistake.

forgiveness

The action or process of being forgiven.

New Testament

The second part of the Bible which contains stories
about Jesus and his followers.

Noah

A man in the Old Testament who built an ark, following
God's instructions.

Old Testament

The first part of the Bible. Stories in the Bible which
happened before Jesus was born. They often focus on
the friendship between the main characters and God.

People of God

People of God is a description in the Old Testament
that applies to the Israelites and that in the New
Testament applies to Christians.

promise

A declaration that a person will do something or that a
particular thing will happen.

Salvation Army

a Christian charity and a type of church

symbol

Something that represents or stands for something
else.

relationship The way in which two or more people or groups regard
and behave towards each other. Christians believe
they have a personal relationship with God.

trust The firm belief in the reliability, truth or ability of
someone or something.

William Booth the founder of the Salvation Army
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RE Vocabulary - Kingdom of God: When Jesus left, what was the impact of

Pentecost?
Words RAG | Definition Tally

ascension Jesus went up to Heaven, 40 days after the
resurrection.

apostles Jesus's original disciples

baptism A ceremony with water representing cleansing, the
death of the old life and the start of the new as a
Christian.

Corinthians The people from Corinth in Greece. The apostle Paul
wrote a letter to them.

disciples personal followers of Jesus

evangelist Someone who seeks to spread their faith.

fruit of the spirit

9 attributes found in the Bible describing what Jesus
and Christians are meant to be like.

Holy Spirit One of the 3 persons that make up the Trinity. A guide,
helper and comforter to Christians.

impact The effect or influence an action has.

Pentecost The day that the disciples received the Holy Spirit.

Peter The disciple that Jesus told fo be the leader after his
death.

resurrect To come back from the dead.

resurrection The time when Jesus rose from the dead.

Shavuot The Jewish name for Pentecost (Pentecost is the Greek
name meaning 50 as it is 50 days after Passover)

tongues To speak in different languages.

Trinity

God in 3 parts - Father, Son and Holy Spirit
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RE Vocabulary - What matters most to Humanists and Christians?

Words RAG | Definition Tally

afterlife (In some religions) life after death.

agnostic Someone who isn't sure about the existence of God.

atheist Someone who doesn't believe in the existence of God.

Beatitudes The blessings listed by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew Ch 5.

Bible the holy book of Christianity

Christianity Major religion stemming from the life, teachings, and death
of Jesus. It has become the largest of the world's religions
and, geographically, the most widely diffused of all faiths.

church the holy place for Christians—their place of worship

code a system of principles or rules

commandments The Ten Commandments also known as ‘the decalogue’, are a

set of biblical principles relating to ethics and worship that
play a fundamental role in Judaism and Christianity.

forgiveness

The action or process of being forgiven.

God

A supreme being or spirit worshipped as having power over
nature and life.

humanism A belief that:
Doesn't believe in the existence of a god.
Trusts to the scientific method when it comes to
understanding how the universe works and rejects the idea
of the supernatural (and is therefore an atheist or agnostic).
Makes their ethical decisions based on reason, empathy, and
a concern for human beings and other sentient animals.
Believes that, in the absence of an afterlife and any
discernible purpose to the universe, human beings can act to
give their own lives meaning by seeking happiness in this life
and helping others to do the same.

humanist follower of the principles of humanism

morals Standards of behaviour; principles of right and wrong.

peace Freedom from disturbance; tranquillity.

peacemaker A person who brings about peace.

The Golden The one main belief that many other religions agree on.

Rule

values Principles or standards of behaviour; one's judgement of

what is important in life.
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of God: How can following God bring freedom and justice?

Words RAG | Definition Tally

commandments The Ten Commandments also known as ‘the decalogue’, are a
set of Biblical principles relating to ethics and worship that
play a fundamental role in Judaism and Christianity.

covenant an agreement

Exodus a mass departure of people or the second book in the Bible

freedom The state of not being imprisoned or enslaved. The power or
right to act, speak or think as one wants.

Hebrew Hebrews are the Israelites, God's people.

Justice The quality of being fair and reasonable.

injustice lack of fairness or justice

liberation Setting someone free from slavery, imprisonment or
oppression.

mission An important assignment given o a person or group of
people.

Mount Sinai The mountain where Moses received the 10 Commandments
from God.

Pharaoh Pharaoh is the title given to ancient Egyptian rulers.

plagues Disasters or diseases inflicted on people or animals.

tyranny a cruel and oppressive ruler or government
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RE Vocabulary - Incarnation: Was Jesus the Messiah?

Words RAG | Definition Tally

evidence The available body of facts or information to show whether
a belief or proposition is true or valid.

exile To be sent or kept away from their own country.

gospels The Gospels in the New Testament are eyewitness accounts
of the people who lived and spoke with Jesus (Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John).

Immanuel 'God is with us'.

incarnation God the Son in human flesh as Jesus Christ.

Jewish Relating to or associated with Jewish people or Judaism.

Messiah a 'rescuer’ or an ‘anointed one'

New Covenant

the covenant between God and the followers of Christ

New Testament

The second of the two main parts of the Bible, containing
the books written after the birth of Jesus Christ.

Old Covenant

the covenant between God and Israel in the Old Testament

Old Testament

The first of the fwo main parts of the Bible, which records
the history of the Jewish people before the birth of Jesus.

Palm Sunday The Sunday before Easter, on which Christ's entry into
Jerusalem is celebrated in many Christian churches by
processions in which branches of palms are carried.

pacifist A person who believes that war and violence are
unjustifiable.

prophecy A prediction of something to come.

prophet A person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of
the will of God. They give prophecies.

relationship The way in which two or more people or groups regard and
behave towards each other.

rescuer A person who saves someone from a dangerous or difficult
situation.

salvation Being saved from the power of sin and from its penalties
through Jesus' sacrifice.

saviour One who saves from any form or degree of evil.

Transfiguration

A complete change of form or appearance into a more
beautiful or spiritual state. The Transfiguration of Jesus is
an event described in the New Testament, where Jesus is
transfigured and becomes radiant in glory upon a mountain.

Trinity

God in 3 parts - Father, Son and Holy Spirit
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RE Vocabulary - Why do some people think that life is a journey and what

significant experiences mark this?

Words RAG | Definition Tally

alms Money or food given to poor people.

ashramas the four stages of an ideal life

baptism The Christian ceremony involving immersion in water or
sprinkling with water.

Bar/Bat A Jewish ceremony to mark the start of adult life.

Mitzvah

believer's Is the practice of baptising those who are old enough to

baptism make the choice themselves. It normally involves the person
being fully submerged under the water.

ceremony Is a formal event such as a wedding or an event with a
purpose.

dharma religious or moral duty (in Hinduism)

faithfulness

The quality of being faithful.

Gayatri mantra

is considered to be one of the oldest known and most
powerful mantras (chants).

guru a religious leader or teacher in the Hindu or Sikh religion

Janoi / jenoi A sacred thread

Jjourney An act of travelling from one place to another.

Karma The law of cause and effect. The law of karma suggests,
people who live according to their dharma, (people who do
their religious and moral duty) will achieve a higher state of
rebirth.

ketubah is an agreement drawn by witnesses in accordance with
Jewish civil law, in which they testify that the husband
guarantees to his wife that he will meet certain minimum
human and financial conditions of marriage,

love a strong feeling of affection

mangalsutra

A necklace that the groom ties around the bride's neck
within a Hindu wedding.

metaphor A thing regarded as representative or symbolic of
something else.

milestones a significant stage or event in the development of something

mitzvot Jewish laws. There are 613 mitzvot in the Torah and they
guide Jews on how to live a good life. Jews believe that God
gave the mitzvot to Moses

Moksha It is the release or liberation from the cycle of samsara. When the

soul is freed, it becomes one with God. This is what all Hindus aim
for.
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promise A declaration that one will do something

reincarnation The cycle of birth, death and rebirth. This is a key Hindu belief.

rituals A religious or solemn ceremony consisting of a series of actions
performed according to a set order.

samskaras A purificatory ceremony or rite marking a major event in
one's life.

saptapadi seven steps

symbols Shape or sign used to represent something such as an
organisation.

tefillin A pair of black leather boxes containing Hebrew parchment
scrolls.

Torah The Jewish holy book

upanayana A ceremony that marks the male child's entrance upon the
life of a student, also known as the sacred thread ceremony.

Vedas A large body of religious texts used by Hindus.

vow A solemn promise.

wedding A marriage ceremony is a union and promise made between a
couple.

yad A ritual object in Judaism used for reading the Torah.
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RE Vocabulary - Gospel: What kind of world did Jesus want?

Words RAG | Definition Tally

action The fact or process of doing something, typically to achieve
an aim.

biography A book that tells someone's life story.

change To become different or to make a difference.

charity An organisation set up to provide help and raise money for
those in need.

clergy People who are ordained for religious duties, in the Christian
church e.g. a vicar.

community A group of people who live in the same area or who have
something in common with each other.

disciples A personal follower of Christ during his life, especially one of
the twelve Apostles.

facade A deceptive outward appearance.

follower A person who supports and admires a particular person or set
of ideas.

gospel good news story

humility The quality of having a modest or low view of one's
importance.

intention The thing that you mean to do.

neighbour any person in need of one's help or kindness

leper A person suffering from leprosy. A person who is shunned or
rejected by others for moral or social reasons.

leprosy A contagious disease that affects the skin.

parable A simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson,
as told by Jesus in the Gospels.

possession Something that you own.

purpose a reason or an intention

Samaritan A charitable or helpful person or a member of a people
inhabiting Samaria in biblical times.

society All the people who live in the same country or area and share

the same laws and customs.

untouchable

A person who is not allowed to be touched.
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architecture

The architecture of a building is the style in which it is
designed and constructed.

basilica The name given to certain churches granted special
privileges by the Pope e.g. Sacré-Ceeur in Paris.

believers someone with religious faith

calligraphy the art of beautiful handwriting

cathedral The principal church of a diocese, with which the bishop is
of ficially associated e.g. St Paul's Cathedral, London.

charities Organisations which raise money in order to help people who
are in need.

chapel A small building or room used for Christian worship.

church the holy place for Christians—their place of worship

criticise Indicate the faults of someone or something in a
disapproving way.

generosity The quality of being kind and generous.

geometric Decorated with regular lines and shapes.

gurdwara a Sikh place of worship

humanist follower of the principles of humanism

mandir a Hindu temple/place of worship

mosque a Muslim place of worship

perspectives a point of view

sacred Something that is sacred, is believed to be holy and to have a
special connection with God.

scriptures Any book or body of writings, especially when regarded as
sacred by a particular religious group.

spiritual Relating to people's thoughts and beliefs, rather than to
their bodies and physical surroundings.

synagogue a Jewish place of worship

temple a building for religious worship

Ummah an Arabic word meaning community

Zakat A payment made annually under Islamic law (2.5%) and used

for charitable and religious purposes, one of the Five Pillars
of Islam.




